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' shattered Thera, burying the prehistoric city

at Akrotiri beneath thick layers of volcanic

deposits, the island remained deserted for

centuries. Archaeological evidence shows that it

was resettled at the end of the prehistoric era

for some time. However, it was systematically

and continuously inhabited only from the 8th c.
BC, in the historical era, when Dorian colonists

51’1\2::\1';: HA:}\“&E;Z?JT;:['T::;:'::;E REPUBLIC from Sparta settled there under the leadership

Ministry of Culture & Tourism of Theras, to whom it owes its name. The
island, on which a fair number of settlements

\ 2011 © TAMEIO APXAIOAOTIKQN MOPON developed at various sites, comprised an
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EAAHNIKA

O1 dnoikor 18pUouv v MéAn oto Adgo (Méoa Bouvd) tou
TpongaIcTEIaKoy TUPIva Yng Tou vnolol mou Seomdlel ot
voTIoavatoAIki} aKTr) Tou avdpeca o€ MedIGdeg NPaAICTEIAKG
wéppag, O¢on otpatyikr, pe EAeyxo tou votioavatohikoU
Alyaiou, ané tn @uon TG oxupr|, kovtd o KAANEPYHTINES
eKTAoEIG Kal eUlipeveg aktég. AiBdotpwtor Spdpol otig
TAayI€G Tou auxéva avdpeoa oto AG@o Kal Tov opeivé dyko
ota BA. (Mpogritng HAiag) ouvSéouv tnv méAn pe tov kdumo
Kal TG aKtég, omou 1I8pUovtal ta emiveld tng, Oia (Kapdpr)
kar EAeuoig (Mepicoa). E§w amé v moAn, oug mhayiég twv
OPEIVOV OXNUATICH®Y, AMA®VOVTAI Ta VEKPOTAPEIa TNG.

H moAn exteivetal otnv emprikn pdxn tou Ad@ou, pe Kipio
a&ova pia 086 mou ) Siatpéxel Katd To PKoG TNG.

Yta amoKpnpva, oTevd i ektebeiyéva oToug avépous akpa
G @Ido&evouvtal Témol AaTpeiag, eve) OTO OXETIKA andvepo
Kal EUPUTEPO KEVTIPIKS TUFUA TNG avarmtyooETal 1 KAaTOIKNUEVN
niepioxr). Méoa ota meplopiopéva amné tn popgpoAoyia Tou
€&dgoug 6pid G, n MOAn Siatnpei TV apxikr tng dopr kai
Tapapével PIKpWV OXeTIKG Slactdoewy og OAn ) Sidpkela
tou Piou tG.

YnaiBpia 1epd, vaoi, npwa, Snudcia ktripia, B€atpo, ayopd,
KATAoTAHaTa, CUVOIKIEG PE KATOIKIEG Kal €va dpTio 081k
SiKktuo PE amoXeTeuTIkG cUoTnua cuvBEtouy Ty eikdva

NG MOANG ToU £PEPaV OTO PWG Ol AVAOKAPEG, PAPTUPA TNG
pope@rig mou eixe ma AdBer to 20 ai. p.X,, oy Uotepn

@don tou Biou tnG.

la ) poperi tng otoug apxaikoug-kAaaikoug (7og-40¢ al.
m.X.) xpévoug Aiya gival yvwotd, kabwg n ouvexrig katoiknon
Sev emétpeYe va SlacwBouv apketd mpwipa oikoSopikd
katdoima. H Ayopd, pia SiarmAdtuvon g Kupiag ool

OTO P€CO TNG TOANG, TOTOG AATPEiag Kal CUYKEVTPWONG,
f{Tav MEPIOPICHEV OTO VOTIOTEPO aMd Ta MAATWHATA TTOU
amoteloUv TNV TeNIK) Hop@r TG, Kal Ta omitia, KUoPéva
mBaveg emdvw o piIKpd dvénpa, gaivetar 6t kataidupavav
pévo v amdvepn mepioxr yupw tng. Makpid, oto vétio-
voTioavatoAikd dkpo TG pdxng, 1I5pUeTal To KUPIO KEVTPO
Aatpeiag twv Onpaiwy, pe e§éxouca Aatpeia autr tou
AnéMwva Kapveiou. Exei Bpioketal kal o xkpog
ekmaideuong twv e@rifwv.

v eMnvioTikr €moxr| n TOAn maipvel véa poper| Kai
mapdMnAa enekteivetal onpavtkd. H évtovn oikodopikr
Spaoctnpidta mou avantioostal avravakAd Ty akpr g
Onjpag and ug apxég tou 3ou al. m.X. péxpl to 145 m.X,, étav
Bpioketal apxikd ot o@aipa eMPPOIN|§ Kal apydTepa amoTeAe]
ktion kai vautikr Bdon twv MNtoAepainy, povapxwv Tou
eMnviotikou Baociheiou g Aiyurrtou. H Ayopd emexteivetal,
ktiCovtal peyalompent Snudaoia ktripia, ol témol Aatpeiag
mAnBaivouv kai 18pUovtal 1gpd MPog TPV Eévwy Beotitwy Kai
twv Mtolepainv Bacidéwy, ol Aatpeieg Twv omoiwv glodyovtal
v nepiodo autr. Tnv emoxr autr, dAMwoTte, @aivetal 6T
Siapoppavovtal ol peydAeg vnoideg kal katackeuddovtal ta
avénpa mou kabopifouv v eikéva Tng TOANG. Emdvw ota
véa, peyalUtepa autd dvdnpa ktidovtal eupUxwpa oTitia Pe

nepiotUANio. H katoiknuévn mepioxrj ami@vetal mAéov kai o
exteBelpéva oToug avépoug pépn G PAxng.

2Toug pwpdikoUg autokpatopikoug xpévoug (lo-2o ar. p.X.)
n Ayopd enekteivetal mdhi, kataokeua{ovtal Snudoia Aoutpd
Kal YivovTal EKTETAPEVEG EMOKEUEG-PETATPomEG o€ dnudoia
Kal ISIWTIKG KTrpia.

A6 tov 30 ar. p.X. n méAn mapakpddel, Katoikeital MAving
Kal YETA To TENOG TNG apXxaldTnTag, oTtoug MaAdioXpIoTIavikoug
xpovoug (406-60¢ ai. p.X.). Tov 8o ai. p.X. mpooepépel
Kataguylo amoé g apaPikég EMSPOPEG OTOUG KATOIKOUG

Twv eMVeiwy mou Ktiouv MPoXelpa kataAupata avdyeca

ota picogpemwpéva ma ktrjpld tng. Aiyo apydtepa mavel

VA KATOIKE(Tal OpIoTIKA.

H Apxaia Orjpa amokaAipOnke pe TG avackagpeg eupeiag
KAipakag tou 'eppavou Hiller von Gaertringen (1896-1902).
Euprjpata twv avackagav extiBevtal oto Apxaiohoyiké
Mouoeio ota Pnpa.

== Kipia Siadpopr @

(péon Sidpkeia 1,5 wpa)
Main route
(average length 1.5 hours)

mm Asutepelouca
Siadpopr
(néon Sidpkeia emmAéov | Gpa)
Secondary route
(average length | additional hour)
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I. Naiidpio peoofulavtivav xpévav
Middle Byzantine church
2. lepd (‘'Hpag;) Sanctuary (of Hera?)
3. lepd Agpoditng Sanctuary of Aphrodite
4. Hpwo Aptepidwpou Heroon of Artemidoros
5. Mahaioxpicuavikr Baciik Early Christian basilica
6. «Tépevog Aptepidwpou» “Temenos of Artemidoros”
7. Ayopd Agora
8. Nadg Aiovioou Temple of Dionysos
9. Baoihikrj Xtod Basilike Stoa
10. Pwpdikd Aoutpd Roman baths
Il. «Oikia tng Tuxng» “House of Tyche”
12. @£atpo Theater
13. Oikog «Bacihiotdv»
Establishment of “Basilistai”
14. lep6 AntéAwva MuBiou
Sanctuary of Apollo Pythios

The colonists founded the city on the hill (Mesa Youno) of

the pre-volcanic core of land on the island overlooking the
southeastern coast and lying between plains of volcanic ash.
The location was a strategic one, controlling the southeastern
Aegean; it was naturally fortified, and near cultivable land and
coasts with good harbors. Paved roads on the slopes of the
pass between the hill and the mountain massif to the northwest
(Profitis llias) connected the city with the fields and the coast
where its harbors, Oia (Kamari) and Eleusis (Perissa) were
founded. Its cemeteries were spread over the mountainous
slopes outside the city.

The city extended along the long, narrow ridge of the hill, with
main axis a road that traversed it lengthwise. Its steep, narrow,
or exposed edges hosted cult sites, while the inhabited area
developed in its relatively sheltered and wider, central section.
Within its boundaries, which were limited by the terrain, the city
preserved its original structure, and remained relatively small
throughout its life.
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15. lepé Ayuntinv Oswv
Sanctuary of the Egyptian Gods
16. «Ktrjpio ©pnokeutikol ZuAAéyou»
“Establishment of Religious Association”
17. lepé MroAepaiou I Sanctuary of Ptolemy Il
18. lep6 AméAwva Kapveiou
Sanctuary of Apollo Karneios
19. «MAateia lupvoraiSicov»
“Terrace of Gymnopaidiai”
20. Tupvdoio E@ripwv Gymnasium of the Ephebes
2l. Pwpaikd doutpd Roman baths
22. Hpao - Naég Euayyeliopou thg O@gotékou
Heroon - Church of the Annunciation
«lupvaoio Mrolepaikrig Ppoupdg»
“Gymnasium of the Ptolemaic Garrison”
24. Aoikntripio Mrolepaikrig Ppoupdg
Ptolemaic Garrison Post
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Open-air sanctuaries, temples, heroa, public buildings,

a theater, an agora, shops, neighborhoods with residences, and
a well-developed road network complete with drainage system
made up the picture of the city that excavations brought to
light, witness to the form it had assumed in the 2nd c. AD
during the later phase of its existence.

Little is known about the form of the city during the Archaic
and Classical periods (7th-4th c. BC), since continuous
habitation did not allow the preservation of sufficient early
building remains. The Agora, a place for worship and assembly
formed by a widening of the main road in the middle of the
city, occupied only the southernmost of the platforms that
comprised its later form. Houses, probably built on small
terraces, apparently occupied the protected area around it.
Far from here, at the south-southeast edge of the ridge, the
Therans’ main cult center was built, with the worship of Apollo
Karneios being most prominent. This is where the training
ground for the city’s ephebes was located.

ENGLISH

During the Hellenistic age, the city acquired a new shape

and at the same time was significantly expanded. The intense
building activity reflects Thera’s apogee, from the early 3rd c.
to 145 BC, during which time it was initially under the sphere
of influence before being acquired and serving as a naval base
for the Ptolemies, the monarchs of the Hellenistic kingdom

of Egypt. The Agora was expanded, imposing public buildings
were constructed, cult places multiplied, and sanctuaries were
founded in honor of foreign deities and the Egyptian kings,
whose worship was introduced in this period. It was at this
time, moreover, that the city’s large medians and the terraces
that defined its image were constructed. Atop these new and
larger terraces, spacious peristyle houses were built.

The residential area now spread to parts of the ridge exposed
to the wind.

During the Roman imperial period (Ist-2nd c. AD), the Agora
was again expanded, as public baths were built and extensive
repairs-alterations were carried out on both public and private
buildings.

From the 3rd c. AD the city began to go into decline, though
it was inhabited even after the end of antiquity, during the Early
Christian period (4th-6th c. AD). In the 8th c. AD it offered a
refuge from Arab incursions to the harbors’ inhabitants, who
built makeshift accommodations among its buildings, which by
that time lay in a semi-ruinous state. Not long afterward, it
finally ceased to be inhabited.

Ancient Thera was uncovered during the large-scale
excavations of the German Hiller von Gaertringen (1896-1902).
Excavation finds are exhibited in the Archaeological

Museum of Fira.



